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a question of time. As the men of Medina come to
know Mohammad, they too will devote themselves
to him body and soul; and the enthusiasm will catch*
fire and spread among the tribes till all Arabia is at
the feet of the Prophet of the One Gocl. " No em-
peror with his tiaras was obeyed as this man in a
cloak of His own clouting." He had the gift of
influencing men, and he had the nobility only to
influence them for good.

We have now to see Mohammad as king. Though
he came as a fugitive, rejected as an impostor by his
own citizens, yet it was not long before his word was
supreme in his adopted city. He had to rule over a
mixed and divided people, and this must have helped
him to the supreme voice. There were four distinct
parties &t Medina. First, the " Refugees " (Muhaji-
run), who had fled from Mekka; on these Mohammad
could always rely with implicit faith. But he attached
equal importance to the early converts of Medina,
who had invited him among them and given him a
home when the future seemed very hopeless before
him, and who were thenceforward known by the
honourable title of the "Helpers" (Ansar). How
devoted was the affection of these men is shown by
the well-known scene at El-Ji'raneh, when the Helpers
were discontented with their share of' the spoils, and
Mohammad answered, " "Why are ye disturbed in mind
because of the things of this life wherewith I have-
sought to incline the hearts of these men of Mekka
into Islam, whereas ye are already steadfast in the
faith ? Are ye not satisfied that others should obtain